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COMMANDING OFFICERS 

Private Member's Bill C-391, an Act to amend the Criminal Code and the Firearms 
Act (repeal of long-gun registry), has been referred to the House of Commons 
Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security. If passed by the 
House of Commons and Senate, the Bill would remove the requirement to register 
long guns. As you might be aware, Senior Deputy Commissioner William Sweeney 
and Chief Superintendent M.J. (Marty) Cheliak appeared before the Committee on 
May 4,2010. 

Since the RCMP assumed stewardship of the Canadian Firearms Program (CFP) in 
2006, focus has been placed in providing support to domestic police, law
enforcement agencies and international organizations. Vital information and 
technical expertise is provided related to firearms registration, as well as the 
licensing of individuals and businesses as legislated under the Firearms Act. Since 
2008, a variety of operational components have been amalgamated to provide 
efficient and effective services enabling law enforcement to further protect the 
communities they serve. This array of services includes direct front-line officer 
support, technical expertise, and licensing and registration. 

The valuable efforts in providing public and officer safety by the CFP are supported 
by the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP), The Canadian Association 
of Police Boards (CAPB), and the Canadian Police Association (CPA). Please find 
attached a joint statement on firearms from these three law enforcement agencies, 
a statement from the President of the CACP, and the top ten myths about the CFP 
(and corresponding facts) as developed by the CAPB. 

The RCMP position is, and always has been, that the services provided by the 
CFP, including the registration and licensing of all firearms, are valuable resources 
for all law enforcement, nationally and internationally. The registration of all 
firearms enables individual accountability, promotes safety and life-saving 
measures, and is a pro-active investigative tool in assisting law enforcement. 

1200 Vanier Parkway 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A OR2 

1200, promenade Vanier 
Ottawa (Ontario) 

K1A OR2 

.. .12 



- 2 -

This information should be disseminated to all your employees for their information. 
I would ask that you please refrain from providing any personal opinions and re
direct all media enquiries on this issue to National Communications Services (613) 
993-2999. 

Thank you all again for your continued dedication and professionalism. 

Sincerely, 

c.c.: Deputy Commissioners 
C/Supt. M. Cheliak 


